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Welcome

• Welcome to the VIS Working Group meeting.

• Thank you for joining us (in person/by phone).

• Designated Federal Official (DFO), presiding official 
today.
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Purpose

To fulfill section 10 of the Protecting our Infrastructure of 
Pipelines and Enhancing Safety (PIPES) Act of 2016:

• Consider the development of a voluntary information-
sharing system to encourage collaborative efforts to 
improve inspection information feedback and information 
sharing with the purpose of improving gas transmission 
and hazardous liquid pipeline facility integrity risk 
analysis.

• Provide recommendations to the Secretary of 
Transportation.
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Housekeeping Items

• Restrooms are located near the elevators.

• Silence your mobile devices to minimize disruptions.

• Audience participation:
- Hold comments until we open the floor
- Please keep remarks brief (less than 5 min)

• Written comments should be submitted to the docket:
Docket No: PHMSA-2016-0128
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Safety
Emergency Exits
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Day 1 - Agenda Overview

• Committee and staff introductions

• Call meeting to order and opening statement from Chair

• Opening remarks from PHMSA leadership

• Committee Business

– FAA, Aviation Safety Information Analysis and Sharing

– BTS, Information Collection 

• Lunch (noon ET)  - 1 hour (on your own)

• Committee Business

– FRA, Confidential Close Call Reporting System

• Committee Preparatory Discussion

• Action Item Recap and Closing Remarks

8:30 am – 5:00 pm (ET)
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Day 2 - Agenda Overview

• Roll call and call to order

• Day 1 Recap and Agenda Review

• Committee Business: Strategic Mission Breakout Group

– Instructions

– Discussions

– Report outs

• Lunch on your own (noon ET)  - 1 hour (on your own)

• Strategic Mission Statement Development/Deliberations

• Subcommittee planning discussion

• Future meeting planning for 2018

• Action Item Recap and Closing Remarks

8:30 am – 5:00 pm (ET)



Chair

Committee and Staff Introductions
Call Meeting to Order

Opening Statement
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VIS Working Group Members (25)

First Name Last Name Represented Group Title, Organization

Eric Amundsen Industry - Operator Vice President, Panhandle Energy/Energy Transfer Partners

Michael Bellamy** Industry - Inspection Technology Vendor General Manager, PII Pipeline Solutions (GE)

Kate Blystone Safety Advocacy Group Outreach Manager, Pipeline Safety Trust

Bryce Brown Industry - Inspection Technology Vendor Vice President, Group Strategy Management, The ROSEN Group

Robert Buchanan Industry - Coating & Cathodic Protection Vendor General Manager, Seal for Life Industries

Diane Burman Industry - State Public Utility Commissioner Commissioner, New York Sate Public Service Commission

Dan Cote Industry - Operator Vice President of Pipeline Safety and Compliance, NiSource Gas

Jason Cradit Industry - Inspection Technology Vendor Senior Director of Technology, UniversalPegasus International, Inc.

Dr. Yiming Deng Research Institution Associate Professor, Michagan State University

Alicia Farag Industry - Inspection Technology Vendor President and CEO, LocusView Solutions

Mark Hereth Industry Principle, Process Performance Improvement Consultants

Leif Jensen Industry - Operator Senior Director of Asset Integrity, Sunoco Logistics

Walter Jones Labor Representative Associate Director of Occupational Safety and Health laborers' Health 

& Safety Fund of North America

Michael Keller Research Institution Associate Professor of Mechanical Engineering, University of Tulsa

Mike LaMont Industry - Pipeline Inspection Organization Vice President, Integrity Plus

John MacNeill Labor Representative National Safety Director, Utility Workers Union of America

Alan Mayberry Federal Regulator Associate Administrator for Pipeline Safety

Randy Parker** Industry Vice President of Regulatory Affairs, Kinder Morgan

Holly Pearen Other Entity (Environmental) Senior Attorney, Environmental Defense Fund

Dr. Simona Perry Safety Advocacy Group Research Director and Founder, Pipeline Safety Coalition

Eric Sherman Labor Representative Legislative Assistant, native American Contractors Association

Joe Subsits State Pipeline Safety Inspector Chief Pipeline Safety Engineer, Washington Utilites and Transportation 

Commission

Michelle Thebert State Pipeline Safety Inspector Director, Facilities Protection Unit, Georgia Public Service Commission

Christopher Warner Industry - Coating & Cathodic Protection Vendor Senior Vice President, Mears Gropu, Inc.

Mark Zuniga Industry - Inspection Technology Vendor Vice President of Information Technology, UniversalPegasus 

International, Inc.

Voluntary Information-Sharing System (VIS) Working Group

** New members



Opening Remarks

Mr. Howard “Skip” Elliott, PHMSA Administrator
Mr. Alan Mayberry, Associate Administrator for Pipeline Safety



Committee Business

Case Study Presentations

➢ FAA

➢ BTS

➢ FRA
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Case Study Questions
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1. Describe the mission statement and strategic goals/objectives of the information sharing 

effort.

2. Describe the sharing effort. Was the effort data sharing, information sharing, or both? 

What were the drivers that initiated the information sharing effort?

3. Describe the organizational structure (i.e. government sanctioned). How has the 

structure changed over time?

4. What did the end product look like (purpose trying to achieve)? How did the results 

achieve the data/information gathering objective?  Did the data/information match up the 

first time?

5. How was success defined? How did you know when the mission was achieved?

6. Describe the data intent (raw data/lessons learned/trends/analysis)?

7. How was data/information shared? Internally or publicly (with regulators)?

8. Describe the process for collecting, reviewing and evaluating data/information shared.



Case Study Presentations
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9. What are your major successes because of this data sharing initiative? How did the 

results/outcomes fit?

10. What challenges did you experience? What rabbit holes did you go down that did not 

benefit the process. How did you overcome them?

11. What were the sources of funding (including design, implementation, and sustainability)?

12. Describe how the data/information is housed? Who houses the data/information?

13. Who can access the data/information (including the public)? What level of access did users 

have? Did regulators have unfettered access to shared data/information? Why or why not?  

Were regulators in agreement not to have access to the information?

14. How much system/data space was needed?  How do users interact with the system?

15. How was the data protected? How were entities/vendors protected?  Did you face sanctions 

(or potential sanctions) for the data/information reported?



Committee Business

Committee Preparatory Discussion
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Action Item Recap

Closing Remarks
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Questions or Comments? 

Contact: 
Dr. Christie Murray, (DFO for VIS), Director of Outreach and 

Engagement
Christie.murray@dot.gov

or 
Cheryl Whetsel, Transportation Specialist

cheryl.whetsel@dot.gov

mailto:Christie.murray@dot.gov
mailto:cheryl.whetsel@dot.gov

